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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria VA, 22313-1450. 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. In accordance 
with this Office's waiver of the requirement of 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)(2)(i) to submit a copies of 
cited U.S. patents and/or applications for national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003, 
copies of U.S. patents and/or applications are not included. Copies of foreign patent documents, 
however, are included. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be 
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an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b), or that such information constitutes prior art. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely filed 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the listed documents be considered and made of 
record in the present case, and that the Examiner initial the appropriate spaces on the Form 1449 
to evidence the same 
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Al 


2003/0088996 


May 15, 2003 


Hall 


Oct. 7, 2002 




A2 


5,711,092 


Jaa 27, 1998 


Despres et al. 


Jun. 7, 1995 




A3 


4,333,248 


Jua 8, 1982 


Samuels 


Jul. 23, 1980 




A4 


5,544,430 


Aug. 13, 19% 


Jacko 


Mar. 22, 1994 




A5 


6,421,936 


Jul. 23, 2002 


Gerrand 


Jun 3, 1999 




A6 


6,038,792 


Mar. 21, 2000 


Hauter 


Jul. 23, 1997 




A7 


5,822,887 


Oct. 20, 1998 


Turner 


Jun. 6, 1997 




A8 


5,907,881 


Jun. 1, 1999 


Safdie 


Jun. 29, 1998 




A9 


4,083,124 


Apr. 11, 1978 


Michalak 


Jul 29 1976 




A10 


6,499,233 


Dec. 31,2002 


Chenevert 


Dec. 22, 1999 




All 


6,449,878 


Sep. 17, 2002 


Lyden 


Mar. 10, 2000 




A12 


5,987,778 


Nov. 23, 1999 


Stoner 


Jaa 26 1998 




A13 


2002/0124436 


Sep. 12, 2002 


Hatfield et al. 


Jaa 22 2002 




A14 


4,862,606 


Sep. 5, 1989 


Siskind et al. 


Mav2 1988 




A15 


5,898,939 


May 4, 1999 


Schramm 


Dec. 1, 1997 




A16 


3,667,140 


Jun. 6, 1972 


Hunderford 


Sep. 29, 1970 
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5,873,185 


Feb. 23, 1999 


Harris etal. 


Jaa 28, 1998 




A18 


6,408,542 


Jun. 25, 2002 


Shepherd 


Jun 13, 2000 




A19 


5,701,688 


Dec. 30, 1997 


Crowley 


Apr. 18, 19% 




A20 


5,367,794 


Nov. 29, 1994 


Adelstein et al. 


May 11, 1994 




A21 


5,765,297 


Jun. 16, 1998 


Cooper et al. 


May 19, 1997 




A22 


4,005,534 


Feb. 1, 1977 


Crist et al. 


Jaa 2, 1976 




A23 


5,845,416 


Dec. 8, 1998 


Hands 


May 2, 1996 




A24 


5,996,258 


Dec. 7, 1999 


Simmons 


Jun. 19, 1998 




A25 


5,926,978 


Jul. 27, 1999 


Smith 


Feb. 6, 1998 
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Sep. 26, 2002 


Gantier 


Jan. 22, 2001 
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May 13, 2003 


Keene et al. 


Apr. 5, 2002 




A28 


6,470,600 


Oct. 29, 2002 


Louie 


Jua 1, 2001 




A29 


5,272,822 


Dec. 28, 1993 


Diaz 


Apr. 17, 1992 




A30 


D425.289 


May 23, 2000 


Sheppard Jr. et 

al. 


May 17, 1999 




A31 


D286.460 


Nov. 4, 1986 


Haber 


Dec. 31, 1985 
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WO 
96/22711 


Aug. 1, 
1996 


PCT 






yes 




B2 


WO 
94/09666 


May 11, 
1994 


PCT 






yes 




B3 















Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 


Ref. 


Citation 


Init. 


Des. 






CI 





EXAMINER: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 



Information Disclosure Statement — PTO-1449 (Modified) 



